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PEEL HEALTH CAMPUS — ENTERPRISE BARGAINING AGREEMENT 

190. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. Is the minister in fact saying that under his privatisation model for health 
services, the state government is powerless to hold accountable or to intervene in any matters affecting the 
hospital, its staff and patients no matter how dire that situation is?  

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
No, I have not said that at all. A huge number of constraints are built into a contract. I have interfered with the 
running of that hospital on many occasions.  

Mr R.H. Cook: So it is not doing fantastically well? I thought it was going really, really well and everyone was 
happy with it!  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I have interfered in individual issues involving individual patients—the same sorts of things 
that I get from Joondalup Health Campus, the same sorts of things I get from Royal Perth Hospital and the same 
sorts of things I get from Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. I get a lot more issues to deal with from those hospitals 
than I get from the privately run hospitals. Those are things with which I can interfere. Those are things with 
which we can make changes. The key issue is that the contract that is put in place when the hospital is 
established should set out quite clearly what governments can and cannot do.  

Mr R.H. Cook: Today’s message is Peel is running better than RPH and Sir Charles Gairdner. Is that what the 
minister is saying today?  

Dr K.D. HAMES: I have great confidence in the way the system works, as must the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition, or at least his predecessor, and as must the Leader of the Opposition; otherwise, they would not have 
extended the contract at Joondalup, which is worth hundreds of millions of dollars.  
 


